
FSCS Steering Committee Meeting 
Embassy Suites Hotel, Washington, DC – Convention Center 

900 10th Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20001 

June 5-7. 2006 
Minutes 

 
 
Attending: * indicates one day attendance 
SDCs:  Ann Reed – chair, Kit Keller – Vice-chair, Shelley Fugitt, Frank Nelson 

and Timothy Owens 
Appointed:  Keith Lance, Libby Law, and Alan Zimmerman 
NCES:  Adrienne Chute*, Barbara Holton, Elaine Kroe, and Jeffrey Williams 
NCLIS:  Neal Kaske and Kim Miller 
COSLA:  Carolyn Ashcraft, Suzanne Miller and Barratt Wilkins 
ALA:  Denise Davis 
IMLS:  Rebecca Danvers*, Mary Downs, Michele Farrell and George Smith* 
Census:  Michael Freeman, Johnny Monaco*, Patricia O’Shea, Cynthia Jo 

Ramsey 
Bibliostat: Cerisa Meunier* 
Synergy:  AJ Bantug*, Carol Coy, and Gordana Vukovic-Azaiez 
 
Ann Reed called the meeting to order and reviewed the Steering Committee’s 
policy of cooperation, respect and communication.   
 
Minutes:   Corrections to the March 6-8. 2006 minutes: Change the name of the 
IMLS Office from Office of Research and Statistics to Office of Research and 
Technology.  Timothy Owens made a motion to adopted the minutes as revised.  
It was 2nd by Kit Keller and passed.   
 
Carolyn Ashcraft’s title on the Participants List was changed from Associate 
Director for Library Development Services to State Librarian. 
 
IMLS: Transition Progress Report:   
Rebecca Danvers expressed regret that she and George Smith would be unable to 
stay for the entire meeting as the IMLS executive meeting is taking place the next 
couple of days. 
 
Dr. Anne-Imelda M. Radice joined IMLS as the new director on March 15 and 
brought high level staff with her.  Carol Scannelli, Counselor to the Director, will 
head up reorganization for the agency and is responsible for directing the FSCS 
transition from NCES to IMLS.  Kate Fernstrom, Chief of Staff, has major 
responsibility for policy at IMLS.  IMLS is dealing with a new organization and a 
new agenda.  The transition is high on the IMLS agenda. 
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George Smith, Mary Downs, Rebecca Danvers and Michele Farrell will continue 
to be involved with the statistics program.   
 
The calendar for the Transition is in the hands of OMB.  The draft 
implementation schedule originally scheduled for a May submission to OMB has 
been delayed until June.  Rebecca Danvers anticipates the release of the transition 
plan by the third week of June, at which time it will be available for review and 
comment by everyone.   
 
Things are moving along and all agencies continue to do what is necessary for a 
smooth and orderly transition.  IMLS continues gathering input from stakeholders 
and incorporating information from COSLA, ALA, ASCLA, the Steering 
Committee, and representatives of the research community into the draft 
implementation plan.  The values identified for incorporation into the transition 
plan are:  continuity, reliability, timeliness of data, availability, and cooperation.  
 
IMLS is working on the development of a Memorandum of Understanding with 
Census; identifying additional tools and products, developing timelines and cost, 
and adding that to the draft implementation. 
 
Both the Public Library Survey and the State Library Agency Survey have 
received OMB clearance through 2008.  Jeff Williams reported that NCES has an 
agreement with OMB to get overall clearance once every 3 years.  Small changes 
may be made through a memorandum process.  The e-metric data items will not 
be added to the 2006 StLA Survey.  Concern was expressed about the decision to 
delay the collection of the electronic data elements proposed for the StLA Survey.  
E-metric items were considered too big for the memorandum process.  It was 
pointed out that the e-metrics are not new and were part of a previously approved 
clearance package.  NCES thinks that these elements would be difficult to collect. 
 
Suzanne Miller, Chair of the COSLA Research and Statistics Committee and 
COSLA representative to the FSCS Steering Committee, reported that COSLA is 
interested in participating in on-going discussion during the transition.  She 
expressed the need for direct communication between IMLS and the COSLA 
Research and Statistics Committee. 
 
Rebecca Danvers is the IMLS contact person for transition issues.  
 
Suzanne Miller is the contact person for the COSLA Research and Statistics 
Committee. 
 
Barratt Wilkins expressed pleasure at the incorporation of the COSLA principles 
into the IMLS draft and the opportunity to see the draft after OMB approval.  
Assurance was provided that the Steering Committee structure and the 
relationship with Census will be continued. 
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Kit Keller reported on the transition issues identified by the SDCs.  The primary 
concerns are:  timeliness and stability of the collection process, open 
communication and the continuation of the annual training conference.  
Information needs to be shared with SDCs and SDCs need to know that the 
Steering Committee is involved in the transition.   
 
Copies of the ALA and COSLA resolutions need to be shared with the SDCs and 
the transition plan need to be made available to SDCs as soon as it is released. 
 
Knowledge Sharing  
 
IMLS:   
Michele Farrell reported that the IMLS Board will review the National Award 
applications at their meeting this week. 
 
Mary Downs reported on the IMLS partnership with the National Endowment for 
the Arts to sponsor The Big Read. The Big Read is a new national reading 
program designed to revitalize the role of reading in America. The Big Read was 
developed to give citizens in more than 100 communities (grants of $10,000-
$20,000) in all 50 states an inviting opportunity to read and discuss great books. 
Each city or town that participates will host a community-wide read that involves 
collaborations with libraries, schools, local government, and the private sector.  
For more information, see http://www.imls.gov/news/2006/050906.shtm  To find 
out how your organization can submit a proposal to join the Big Read, visit: 
www.neabigread.org. The deadline for the Requests for Proposals is September 
12, 2006. 
 
The Steering Committee asked for transition status updates at steering committee 
meetings and to be kept appraised of the status of the transition between meetings.   
 
Concern about conflicting schedules was expressed.  Every effort needs to be 
made to ensure that FSCS meeting are not scheduled in conflict with the IMLS 
Board meetings.  The next IMLS board meeting is scheduled for September 28-
29. 
 
NCLIS:   
Neal Kaske reported that Dr. Trudi Bellardo Hahn resigned effective July 1, 2006.  
Beth Fitzsimmons, Chair of the Commission, announced that the Commission 
wishes to go in a different direction.   
 
Neal has also been providing input to Dr. Rebecca Danvers and others at IMLS, is 
working on finalizing the FY06 MOU between NCES and NCLIS with 
modifications dealing directly with the consolidation efforts, and continues to 
work with NCES and Census staff on matters related to the four library related 
surveys. National committee work includes: Z39.7 NISO Standards Committee, 
Public Libraries and the Internet 2006: Moving Beyond Connectivity (study 
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group), Networks and Cooperative Project (advisory committee), and the Mary Jo 
Lynch Award (contacting faculty at colleges of library and information science to 
inform them about the award and ask them to encourage students to submit 
papers).  The Health Information Award is not scheduled for next year. 
 
NCES 
Jeff Williams reported that both the 2004 public library and the academic library 
data are now on the compare tools.  Some enhancements have been made to the 
tools. 
 
Data Release Policy change:  The 2004 E.D. Tab is in review and is scheduled for 
a September release.  There has been a change in policy and the data file will not 
be released until the publication of the E.D. Tab.  The Steering Committee 
expressed disappointment with this decision. 
 
StLAS:  All states reported.   
 
Work on the transition of the program to IMLS is progressing smoothly. IMLS 
will administer the Public Library and State Library Agency surveys. NCES will 
continue to administer the School Library Survey and the Academic Library 
Survey. Jeff Williams hopes to improve the timeliness of the Academic Library 
Survey. 
 
Barbara Holton distributed an ‘Update On Library Items In Other Surveys’. (See 
Attached).  Ann Reed expressed the desire for continued up-dates from NCES 
regarding library surveys and library data in other surveys after the Public and 
State Library Agency surveys are moved to IMLS.  She suggested that the 
Steering Committee retain a staff member from NCES that could come on the 
first morning. 
 
Census 
Patricia O’Shea reported that the 2004 E.D. Tabs are being reviewed. 
 
2004 population tables were sent to Alan Zimmerman and Keith Lance to use for 
review and analysis of the impact of latest estimated legal service area population 
on state ranking tables.   
 
2005 Public Library Survey:  25 states have logged in. Data has been received for 
all 23 states in Group 1.  Data has been received for 2 states in Group 2.  A total 
of 23 states have completed submission. 
 
Census is currently studying the data submission impact of hurricane (and other 
natural disaster) related closing on states data for 2005 and 2006 to develop a plan 
for imputation of data.  This will be discussed at the Data Use Subcommittee 
meeting. 
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2006 Data Collection:  OMB has approved the changes for the 2006 data 
collection survey.   
 
The transition meetings with IMLS have been very productive. 
 
COSLA Research and Statistics: 
There are many new chief officers and the Research and Statistics Committee of 
COSLA has new members:  Jan Walsh (WA) and Carolyn Ashcraft (AR), and 
possibly Dorothy Liegl (SD) and Mary Wegner, (IA).  Lamar Alexander (GA) 
may be leaving the committee. 
 
ALA: 
Denise Davis reported the Cooperative Survey baseline survey is closed and the 
analysis underway.  There was a lower response rate than expected.  Only 500 
350 responses were received compared with 900 responses to the 1996 study.  
This is probably related to the definition.  Follow-up contact will be made with 
states with significantly low response rates.  A qualitative addition to the survey is 
being considered. 
 
Negotiation is underway with a private funder to replicate the study of annual 
budget reduction in public library funding with additional questions about 
spending on technology.  This sample survey will have an imbedded panel of 
most-vulnerable libraries.  Most-vulnerable libraries are considered “at risk” 
because hardware and software updates are about 2 versions behind.  SDCs will 
be asked to assist to increase response rate if necessary.  
 
General  Discussion: 
The September Steering Committee will be too late to address budget issues 
related to the transition plan.  SDCs and COSLA members need to look at the 
plan in early July and get comments in as quickly as possible.  Mentors will be 
responsible for collecting comments from assigned states and sending the 
comments to Ann Reed.  Ann Reed is responsible for compiling the comments 
and getting them to IMLS (Rebecca Danvers). 
 
The By-Laws need to be reviewed/revised in light of the proposed merger of 
NCLIS and IMLS. 
 
Ira Bray (CA) and Despina (Debbie) Wilson (DE) have agreed to be candidates 
for the Steering Committee. 
 
Alan Zimmerman reported on the study of the impact of inconsistent reporting of 
latest population estimates of legal service area on the state ranking tables.  
Although there appears to be little impact, the SDCs will be strongly encouraged 
to provide the latest population for each library’s legal service area.  This will be 
reviewed again as soon as the 2004 data is available. 
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Library Assessment Initiative:  Neal Kaske presented the handout and asked for 
comments.  There is an overview of tools available to help public library directors 
determine the best assessment model for particular problems.  It is designed to 
complement the Charles McClure and John Bertot National Leadership Grant 
project, which is for management decision-making and benchmarking. 
 
Ann Reed thanked Barratt Wilkins, Chair of the State Library Agency Survey 
Steering Committee, for attending the FSCS meeting. 
 
Blog:  Alan Zimmerman expressed the need for more functionality on the blog.  
and concern about the confusion related to having 2 separate blogs – the BUG 
blog and the FSCS blog.  Functionality needed:  Successful sites have directories, 
announce new postings, and permit the user the option of reviewing all items 
added since last visit.  This is something that will need to be addressed as part of 
the transition.  He expressed the need for a session at the conference on how to 
use the blogs. 
 
Carol Coy (Synergy) reported on the new guideline regarding lunches for federal 
employees.  Now federal employees must pay for their lunch when attending a 
working lunch. 
 
The September Steering Committee meeting will be held at the Marriott 
Residence Inn, 1456 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA on September 18-20, followed 
by the State Library Agency Survey Steering Committee meeting. 
 
The 2006 FSCS Professional Development Conference “FSCS: 20 Years and 
Counting” will be held on December 4-7 at the Embassy Suites Hotel, 
Washington, DC – Convention Center, 900 10th Street, NW, Washington, DC  
20001. 
 
 
PLUS 
Hotel facility 
Breakfast 
Internet Kiosk with printing and usb 

capability 
Efficient meeting 
Congeniality of group 

DELTA 
Conflict with the IMLS Board 

meeting 
Sound quality of room – need for 

microphones at conference. 
No curb-cut near entrance to hotel. 

Synergy’s efficient arrangements for travel 
Nice Exercise room 
NCLIS and Census staff help with Data Collection 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned June 6, 2006 at 3:30 pm 
 
To Do List and Subcommittee reports follow. 
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To Do List 
DRAFT:  6/11/06 

 
Please read the entire list.  Your name may be included with others. 
 
All Subcommittee Chairs:  Send Kit Keller program needs – time, equipment, 
etc. 
 
Data Use Subcommittee:  Review the “State of America’s Libraries” on the 
ALA web site for Eckard Award consideration. 
http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/presscentera/piopresskits/stateofamericaslibrariespress
kit/salpresskit.htm
 
Data Use Subcommittee:  Use LRS links to identify web site candidates for 
Eckard Award. 
 
Mary Downs:  Let everyone know the deadline for comments on the Draft 
implementation plan for the proposed merger of NCLIS and IMLS. 
 
Mary Downs: Notify everyone on the list when the draft implementation plan is 
released by OMB . 
 
Shelley Fugitt and Neal Kaske:  Review the formulas for use for the “Day in the 
Life of” bookmark using latest FSCS data (2004). 
 
Shelly Fugitt, Neal Kaske, Alan Zimmerman and Keith Lance:  Identify 
critical content pages on NCES and NCLIS sites.  Use blog to solicit 
conversation.  
 
Neal Kaske:  Use Mentor System to contact junior library school faculty (tenure 
track) about the Mary Jo Lynch Award. 
 
Kit Keller and Alan Zimmerman:  Develop standards for web site seal of 
approval. 
 
Kit Keller:  Contact Carol Coy (Synergy) to determine the number of break-out 
rooms available for concurrent sessions and any conflict with space for the 
general sessions. 
 
Kit Keller:  Contact John Bertot to accept his offer to provide a reception for the 
Conference. 
 
Kit Keller:  Offer Debbie Wilson an opportunity to present a concurrent session. 
 
Kit Keller:  Send Conference program revisions to Kim Miller. 
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Keith Lance:  Contact Trevor Allred and Mary Chute about the future 
relationship with Bibliostat Connects discussion. 
 
Keith Lance, Kit Keller, Shelley Fugitt, Neal Kaske, and Alan Zimmerman:  
Review the NCLIS site to identify critical pages. 
 
Keith Lance:  Contact SDCs for links to data and or products (publication, 
presentations, PowerPoint) that use state or national library data, add links on the 
LRS website, and use products to develop conference program.     
 
Keith Lance:  Send new data item E.D. Tab recommendations to NCES and 
IMLS. 
 
Keith Lance and Ann Reed:  Invite the appropriate IMLS staff to meet with the 
Data Use Subcommittee and others to discuss data warehousing, access, security 
as well as other technology concerns. 
 
Mentors:  Let SDCs know when the IMLS draft implementation plan is available 
for review, collect comments from SDCs and send them to Ann Reed. 
 
Kim Miller:  Make copies of the IMLS draft implementation plan available to 
SDCs for comment 
 
Kim Miller:  Make copies of the ALA and COSLA resolutions on the proposed 
merger of NCLIS, IMLS available to SDCs. 
 
Kim Miller:  Add new IMLS staff to appropriate list. 
 
Frank Nelson:  Remind SDCs of the process for submitting new data element 
proposals before the December conference.   
 
Frank Nelson:  Poll SDCs to determine which states are currently collecting 
holding information for number of downloadable audios and videos and identify 
states to test the data collection. 
 
Ann Reed:  Invite Ann-Imelda M. Radice to participate in the opening general 
session of the conference. 
 
Ann Reed:  Compile SDC comments on the IMLS draft implementation plan and 
send them to Rebecca Danvers. 
 
Ann Reed:  Review/revise the FSCS By-Laws in light of the proposed merger of 
NCLIS and IMLS. 
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Ann Reed:  Review and Revise the ‘Statistical Collection and Reporting 
Procedures and Schedule’ document and present a revised document at the 
September meeting.  (Note:  Word document is available from Kim Miller) 
 
Synergy:  Carol Coy (Synergy) verify the number of break-out rooms available 
for the conference and inform Kit Keller if the same room will need to be used for 
both general sessions and break-out sessions. 
 
Alan Zimmerman:  Present information about the purpose, value or edit checks 
and address edit concerns identified by SDCs. 
 
Alan Zimmerman:  Present information about handling data for libraries closed 
temporarily because of natural disasters or other causes. 
 
Alan Zimmerman:  Work up impact of inconsistent reporting of latest population 
for legal service area on 2004 ranking tables and present information at the 
conference (new SDC session and data element general session). 
 
Alan Zimmerman:  Up-dated/re-arranged the FAQ’s on the blog. 
  
Alan Zimmerman:  Invite Ira Bray to the September Steering Committee 
meeting. 
 
Alan Zimmerman:  Work with Neal Kaske on encouraging SDCs to contact 
faculty and students about the Mary Jo Lynch Award. 
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SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
DRAFT 6/11/06 

 
 
Data Collection Subcommittee:  Alan Zimmerman (Chair), Timothy Owens 
(Vice Chair), Denise Davis, Michele Farrell, Michael Freeman, Neal Kaske, 
Elaine Kroe, Frank Nelson, Cynthia Jo Ramsey, Ann Reed 
 
The following is based on the “Report Out” sessions and information provided by 
Suzanne Miller. 
 
The subcommittee reviewed the transition issues.  Census reported that the 
Memorandum of Understanding is going forward and NCLIS is comfortable with 
the progress on their MOU.  NCES is working with IMLS on the issues involved 
in OMB Clearance, E.D. Tabs, the Web, Pinkerton contract for the StLAS Survey 
and other issues.  The need to continue the relationship between Bibliostat 
Collects and Census was discussed.  Group one states need to have the final edit 
checks developed and delivered to Bibliostat in April, three months earlier than 
the current schedule. 
 
Data collection is moving smoothly.  Census reported the addition of codes for 
outlets and administrative entities to reflect library closure.  The process for 
handling data for libraries temporarily closed because of natural disasters is still 
being discussed.  This will be discussed further at the September Steering 
Committee meeting and information will be provided at the conference. 
 
Census will do whatever is necessary to correct the problem with county names. 
 
Collection instruments seem to be moving forward well, so the subcommittee will 
look at establishing new goals.  Improved quality collection will be one of the 
new goals.   
 
Conference Issues:  Public Library Data:  Quality Assurance 

• Edit check purpose, value and concerns.  Alan Zimmerman will address 
the purpose and value of edit checks, edit check per item, and the SDC 
edit check concerns at the conference.  This year the edit checks were 
extensively up-dated.  Next year the edit check process should work more 
smoothly. 

• Review data response rate, edit issues. 
• Handling of data for libraries temporarily closed due to natural disasters or 

other causes. 
• Population of Legal Service Area issue – Alan Zimmerman will present 

information about this during both the pre-conference and during the 
conference. 

• Bibliostat Users Group – Ira Bray will provide a general sessions and is to 
be invited to the September Steering  
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The Subcommittee reviewed the “Statistical Collection and Reporting Procedures 
and Schedule”.  Ann Reed will prepare a revised document for the September 
meeting. 
 
The subcommittee reviewed the impact of inconsistent reporting of latest 
population of legal service area.  Preliminary evidence indicates the impact on the 
state ranking tables is minimal, however the SDCs will be highly encourage to 
provide latest population figures available for each library’s legal service area. 
 
FAQ’s need to be up-dated/re-arranged.  Alan Zimmerman will handle this. 
 
 
Data Conference Subcommittee:  Attending:  Kit Keller (Chair), Shelley Fugitt 
(Vice Chair), Mary Downs, Libby Law, Kim Miller, Suzanne Miller, Johnny 
Monaco, Patricia O’Shea, Barratt Wilkins, Jeff Williams 
 
The conference will be held at the Embassy Suites Hotel, Washington, DC – 
Convention Center, 900 10th Street, NW, Washington, DC  20001.  Carol Coy 
(Synergy) will verify the number of break-out rooms available and determine if 
the room used for general sessions will also double as a meeting place for 
concurrent session.   
 
The subcommittee reviewed and revised the program layout.  Discussion 
included:  the number of new SDCs attending the conference, and the need to 
remind SDCs of the process for proposing new data items, Alan Zimmerman will 
make presentations on edit checks and the need for reporting latest population of 
Legal Service Area at both the Orientation for New SDCs and the general session,  
presentation of information about the proposed merger of NCLIS and IMLS and 
the transition issues, time for data element discussion (new data items and review 
of data item concerns), and a review of the results of the survey of SDCs.  
Bibliostat will host a reception (Tuesday evening).  John Bertot expressed the 
desire to host a function to thank SDCs for assistant with his surveys.  Kit Keller 
will contact John Bertot (FSU Information Institute) to accept his offer to provide 
a reception (Monday evening).   
 
Ann Reed will invite Anne-Imelda M. Radice, Director of IMLS, to speak at the 
Opening General Session on the Transition and to introduce the IMLS staff. 
 
Ira Bray and Debbie Wilson, candidates for the Steering Committee, will be given 
an opportunity to present a concurrent session.  Ira Bray will moderate the 
Bibliostat Collects session.  Kit Keller will contact Debbie Wilson to offer her an 
opportunity to present a concurrent session. 
 
Megan Mustafoff, (Library Research Center, Graduate School of Library and 
Information Science, University of Illinois at Champaign – Urbana), has asked for 
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an opportunity to demonstrate the data collection tool developed by Illinois 
Research and used by the Illinois State Library.   
 
Shelley Fugitt offered to assist Alan Zimmerman with the Excel concurrent 
Session. 
 
 
Data Elements Subcommittee:  Frank Nelson (Chair), Timothy Owens, Denise 
Davis, Mary Downs, Elaine Kroe, Kim Miller, Suzanne Miller, Cynthia Jo 
Ramsey, Ann Reed, Jeff Williams 
 
The following is based on the “Report Out” sessions and information provided by 
Suzanne Miller. 
 
The new data elements have been approved for collection in 2007.  (See handout) 
 
There was a discussion of how to report downloadable audio and video items.  
Expenditures for downloadable audios and videos are to be reported under 
electronic materials.  Currently there is no place to report library holdings of 
downloaded items.  The committee discussed the possible of adding new data 
items to reflect electronic resources.  Currently, if it is not catalogued, it isn’t 
counted.  The subcommittee felt that this change may be needed to explain 
circulation increases. 
 

Physical Units Electronic Units 
Book 
Video 
Audio 
Other 
Serial 
Expenditure 

Ebook 
e-Subscriptions 
Downloadable audio 
e-video 
Expenditure 

 
Issues discussed:  the national level need for this level of data, how small libraries 
without automated circulation systems will collect and report the data, what is the 
value of separation of type.  The subcommittee decided to poll the SDCs and ask 
3 – 9 states to test the collection of data. 
  
Reviewed the “Policy and Procedures for Review of Data Elements”.  Proposed 
revisions:   

• Revise #5 under Development Cycle – make it clear that the polls for vote 
on new and revised data elements close at 5pm on the 2nd full day of the 
conference. 

 
Reviewed the data definitions:  Proposed revisions include:  

• Data item # 161:  County of the Entity.  Make it clear that this is the 
county where the administrative entity is located. 
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• Data item # 702:  Name.  Make it clear that this is to be the Legal name of 
the entity. 

 
Transition issues:  None were identified; however, the subcommittee discussed a 
Fast Response Survey (FRS) and wondered if this will be possible when the 
program moves to IMLS. 
 
Most used data elements change over time.  Questions most frequently asked of 
ALA:  Number of public libraries; budget, circulation, staffing. 
 
The Subcommittee discussed new data elements. The subcommittee discussed the 
possibility of adding data items for young adult programming and a fast response 
survey (FRC) for Young Adult programming.  Also explored:  early literacy, 
programs for maturing adults, and ages being used by IMLS (ages 9-19 in recent 
study on literacy issue – 9 is now considered the turning point where the questions 
change). 
 
Conference:   
Need a joint meeting with Data Use Subcommittee to discuss and augment 
activities – review of new elements added and ones that are in process.   
 
Face to face time spent getting to know more about core elements is valuable; 
then use online discussion for new elements; bring out data quality issues that 
have been cropping up. 
 
Census Data Element issues:   
Assigning fips code to county – county names of administrative entity.   
Elements 161 and 702: use official spelling without abbreviations 
Changes in name and address need to be done using match 
Need to normalize name as well – use legal name. 
Important not to use “main library” or “bookmobile” as outlet name. 
 
Continue to foster use of the blog. 
 
 
Data Use Subcommittee:  (* attended one day)  Keith Lance (Chair), Shelley 
Fugitt (Vice Chair), Ellen Arnold*, Adrienne Chute*, Mary Downs*, Michele 
Farrell, Neal Kaske*, Kit Keller, Libby Law, Johnny Monaco*, Patricia O’Shea, 
Barratt Wilkins*, Jeff Williams*, Alan Zimmerman 
 
Discussion of the transitional issues included concerns about data warehousing, 
accessibility and security of the data (and FSCS committee documents) currently 
on the NCES and NCLIS web sites as well as future data, the future of products  
such as the E.D. Tab, the annual Bowker article, and tools (Locator and Peer 
Comparison).   
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The current status of data was reviewed.  The NCLIS web site has served as a 
one-site /gateway to data and to operation information for SDCs.  NCLIS files are 
backed up in 2 places.  NCES has some of the oldest data on disks and has relied 
on NCLIS for migrating data.  Once NCLIS ceases to exist, the web pages will be 
frozen and archived.  Will the data reside on the IMLS web site?  If so, how 
prominently will it be placed?  What will be the role of Census?  Although federal 
standards no longer use mirrored files for security, mirroring may make files more 
accessible and promote use.   
 
Mary Downs indicated that IMLS is aware of these issues and will address both 
policy and FSCS parts of NCLIS web site.  NCLIS and NCES are both providing 
input to IMLS for the transition plan.  Mary Downs, Neal Kaske, and Jeff 
Williams will keep in touch.  The appropriate IMLS, NCES and NCLIS staff will 
be invited to meet with the Data Use Subcommittee and others to discuss 
concerns.   
 
Keith Lance, Kit Keller, Shelley Fugitt, Neal Kaske, and Alan Zimmerman will 
review the NCLIS web site to identify critical pages.  The information will be 
discussed with the entire steering committee. 
 
The subcommittee discussed the need to continue the NCES library locator and 
peer comparison tools after the program moves to IMLS and the rumor of a 
national contract with Bibliostat Connects as a solution.  Keith Lance will contact 
Trevor Allred and Mary Chute about the status of the rumor. 
 
Adrienne Chute reviewed issues related to scheduling and work handled by 
contractors.  NCES is funded for the survey for FY2007 and IMLS will be funded 
for FY2008.   
 

2006 data collected in FY2007:  NCES will collect 2006 data and 
do some of the processing.  IMLS will be responsible for 
completing the processing and producing any products (data file, 
peer comparison tool, E.D. Tabs) after October 2007 (FY 2008).  
Jeff Williams will propose that Elaine Kroe and Adrienne Chute 
work with IMLS to produce the 2006 data products.  
 
2007 data collected in FY2008:  IMLS will be responsible for 2007 
data collection, processing and producing all products. Adrienne 
Chute suggested that it may be helpful for Elaine Kroe and 
Adrienne Chute to be available to help with the data processing 
and products of the 2007 data also.   
 
Bowker Article: Adrienne Chute has produced the annual Bowker 
article and estimated that it takes about 2 days.  Someone needs to 
be identified to continue this. 
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NCES Tools: Funding for contractors for the Peer Comparison 
Tool will end October 1, 2007.  A decision must be made for 
continuing the peer Comparison tool after October 1, 2007.  There 
was a brief discussion of the possibility of a national contract with 
Bibliostat Connects. 

 
Keith Lance reported on issues identified in the analysis of data for Most 
Improved (increase) and Most Endangered (decrease) libraries and expressed 
reluctance to pursue this any further.  Census has edit check reports which may 
explain some of the issues encountered. 
 
Concern was expressed about the delay in release of the 2004 data file.  The 2003 
data file was released in June 2005 and the E.D. Tab released in September 2005.  
The 2004 data file will not be released prior to the release of the E.D. Tab in 
September 2006.   
 
Eckard Award:  Only one nomination (CA) and one example of a publication 
have been received.  SDCs seem reluctant to self nominate and may not feel their 
activities are not “spectacular” enough.  Therefore SDCs will be asked to submit 
everything they have produced using state and national data:  flyers, brochures, 
web pages, publications, etc. 
 
“The State of America’s Libraries” report was released at PLA and is on the ALA 
web site.  Members of the Steering Committee were asked to review it for Eckard 
Award consideration. 
http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/presscentera/piopresskits/stateofamericaslibrariespress
kit/salpresskit.htm
 
The subcommittee decided that web sites will continue to be eligible to receive 
the Eckard Award.  Keith Lance will contact the SDCs for links to any products 
(PowerPoint files, publications, handouts, flyers, etc.) on the web.  He will create 
links on the LRS web site.  (Note:  Mentors will be asked to help with this)  The 
links will be used to identify candidates for the Eckard Award. 
 
The development of a standard for Web sites “FSCS Seal of Approval” was 
discussed with various levels for meeting standards.  Kit Keller and Alan 
Zimmerman volunteered to develop standards for web site ‘seal of approval’.  
Note there is already some work on this at the federal level. 
 
Mary Jo Lynch Award:  No nominations have been received.  The need to 
pursue this was discussed.  The need to market the award was discussed.  There 
was a discussion about talking with IMLS about the possibility of additional 
financial incentive for the library school or special recognition of the school.  
Neal reported that he has tried to interest junior faculty (tenure track) and the need 
to contact organizations that might help with promoting the award – such as 
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ALISE   After discussion it was decided that Neal Kaske will provide a list of 
tenure track faculty he has identified and SDCs will be asked to contact them. 
 
Day in the Life Of’ bookmark:  Shelley Fugitt presented a working copy of the 
bookmark using FSCS data.  The total national figures were divided by 365 to 
determine the average daily figures.  It will be updated using 2004 data.  
Reducing the number of “days” to reflect annual hours of service (holidays and 
days the library isn’t open to the public) was discussed.  Neal Kaske will also look 
to see if there is a better formula to use. 
 
E.D. Tab – New Data Items:  The subcommittee discussed presentation of new 
data items in the E.D. Tab.  Possibilities include: 

• Registered population as percentage of total population – Edits need to be 
developed. 

• Users of electronic services as ratio of total visits 
• Users of electronic services as ratio of the number of public access 

workstations 
• Licensed database - maximum number, percentage provided by the state, 

provided locally, and provided by others. 
 
Conference Session(s):   
Show off flyers and other uses of data collected from SDCs.   
Need to coordinate data element session between the Data Use Subcommittee and 
the Data Elements Subcommittee.   
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